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Abstract 

W.  B.  W.  Heartsill  was  bom  in  1841  near  Louisville,  Tenn.,  southwest  of  Knoxville,  Tenn. 
He  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  in  many  positions,  including  captain 
and  Chief  of  Police  for  East  Tennessee.  He  later  served  as  a  spy  and  a  scout  with  Osborne's 
Scouts,  an  independent  company  of  Tennessee  scouts.  After  the  war  ended,  Heartsill  moved  to 
Arkansas.  The  collection  consists  of  a  handwritten  manuscript  entitled /I  Confederate  Desperado 
by  W.  B.  W.  Heartsill.  The  manuscript  tells  the  stoiy  of  J.  J.  Cox  (or  Jo.  J.  Cox),  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  Army  who  deserted  his  post  while  serving  with  the  1st  Louisiana 
Infantry  Regiment  in  1862.  The  narrative  begins  with  Cox's  arrest  and  imprisonment  in  the  Castle 
Thunder  Prison  in  Richmond,  Va.  The  narrative  details  Cox's  escape  from  prison  and  his  many 
subsequent  escapes  from  military  custody.  After  Cox's  escape  from  military  guard  in  Bristol, 
Tenn.,  W.  B.  W.  Heartsill  was  charged  with  investigating  the  escape  and  with  finding  Cox.  Upon 
his  recapture.  Cox  was  sent  to  Heartsill's  office  in  Bristol,  and  Heartsill  worked  to  secure  Cox's 
release  as  part  of  the  general  amnesty  offered  to  Confederate  deserters  by  Jefferson  Davis  on  1 
August  1863.  Heartsill  went  on  to  advocate  on  Cox's  behalf  in  two  subsequent  incidents:  once 
when  Cox  was  arrested  on  a  theft  charge,  and  again  when  Cox  was  arrested  on  the  old  desertion 
charge.  Meanwhile,  Heartsill  left  his  position  as  Chief  of  Police  in  March  1864  and  became  a 
scout,  eventually  joining  Osborne's  Scouts  in  May  of  that  year.  The  narrative  details  various 
missions  and  engagements  with  Federal  forces  undertaken  by  Heartsill,  sometimes  accompanied 
by  Cox.  The  narrative  ends  with  the  conclusion  of  the  war  and  a  brief  account  of  Cox's  life  after 
the  war,  ending  with  his  death  in  a  cholera  epidemic  in  1866.  Heartsill's  opinion  of  Cox 
throughout  the  book  was  very  positive;  he  lauded  Cox's  courage,  good  humor,  and 
resourcefulness,  and  sought  to  disavow  his  reputation  as  a  "desperate  character." 
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Biographical  Note 

W.  B.  W.  Heartsill  was  bom  in  1841  near  Louisville,  Tenn.,  southwest  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.  He 
enlisted  in  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  on  8  February  1861  as  a  private  in 
Captain  John  Paxton's  Company  E  of  the  19th  Tennessee  Regiment,  then  was  appointed  lieutenant 
in  the  Tennesse  State  Service.  On  12  August  1861,  he  was  mustered  into  service  with  Company  E 
of  the  5th  Tenessee  Cavalry  Battalion.  In  1862,  Heartsill  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain  and 
was  serving  as  the  Chief  of  Police  for  East  Tennessee  when  he  met  J.  J.  Cox.  Heartsill  later  served 
as  a  spy  and  a  scout  with  Osborne's  Scouts,  an  independent  company  of  Tennessee  scouts.  When 
the  war  ended,  he  moved  to  Arkansas,  where  he  apparently  spent  the  rest  of  his  life.  It  seems  likely 
that  W.  B.  W.  Heartsill  was  related  in  some  way  to  William  Williston  Heartsill,  author  of  the 
published  journal  Fourteen  Hundred  and  91  Days  in  the  Confederate  Army. 
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The  collection  consists  of  a  handwritten  manuscript  entitled  ^4  Confederate  Desperado  by  W.  B. 
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W.  Heartsill.  The  manuscript  tells  the  story  of  J.  J.  Cox  (or  Jo.  J.  Cox),  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  Army  who  deserted  his  post  while  serving  with  the  1st  Louisiana 
Infantry  Regiment  in  1862.  The  narrative  begins  with  Cox's  arrest  and  imprisonment  in  the  Castle 
Thunder  Prison  in  Richmond,  Va.  The  narrative  details  Cox's  escape  from  prison  and  his  many 
subsequent  escapes  from  military  custody.  After  Cox's  escape  from  military  guard  in  Bristol, 
Tenn.,  W.  B.  W.  Heartsill  was  charged  with  investigating  the  escape  and  with  finding  Cox.  Upon 
his  recapture.  Cox  was  sent  to  Heartsill's  office  in  Bristol,  and  Heartsill  worked  to  secure  Cox's 
release  as  part  of  the  general  amnesty  offered  to  Confederate  deserters  by  Jefferson  Davis  on  1 
August  1863.  Heartsill  went  on  to  advocate  on  Cox's  behalf  in  two  subsequent  incidents:  once 
when  Cox  was  arrested  on  a  theft  charge,  and  again  when  Cox  was  arrested  on  the  old  desertion 
chatge.  Meanwhile,  Heartsill  left  his  position  as  Chief  of  Police  in  March  1864  and  became  a 
scout,  eventually  joining  Osborne's  Scouts  in  May  of  that  year.  The  narrative  details  various 
missions  and  engagements  with  Federal  forces  undertaken  by  Heartsill,  sometimes  accompanied 
by  Cox.  The  narrative  ends  with  the  conclusion  of  the  Civil  War  and  a  brief  account  of  Cox's  life 
after  the  war,  ending  with  his  death  in  a  cholera  epidemic  in  1866.  Heartsill's  opinion  of  Cox 
throughout  the  book  was  very  positive;  he  lauded  Cox's  courage,  good  humor,  and 
resourcefulness,  and  sought  to  disavow  his  reputation  as  a  "desperate  character." 
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